§58.237

§58.237 Condensed surge supply.

Surge tanks or balance tanks if used
between the evaporators and dryer
shall be used to hold only the min-
imum amount of condensed product
necessary for a uniform flow to the
dryers. Such tanks holding product at
temperatures below 150 °F. shall be
completely emptied and washed after
each 4 hours of operation or less. Alter-
nate tanks shall be provided to permit
continuous operation during washing
of tanks.

§58.238 Condensed storage tanks.

(a) Excess production of condensed
product over that which the dryer will
take continuously from the pans
should be bypassed through a cooler
into a storage tank at 50 °F. or lower
and held at this temperature until
used.

(b) Product cut-off points shall be
made at least every 24 hours and the
tank completely emptied, washed, and
sanitized before reuse.

§58.239 Drying.

Each dryer should be operated to
produce the highest quality dry prod-
uct consistent with the most efficient
operation. The dry products shall be re-
moved from the drying chamber con-
tinuously during the drying process.

§58.240 Cooling dry products.

Prior to packaging and immediately
following removal from the drying
chamber the dry product shall be
cooled to a temperature not exceeding
110 °F, however, if the product is to be
held in a bulk bin the temperature
should be reduced to approximately 90
°F but shall be not more than 110 °F.

§58.241 Packaging,
storage.

(a) Containers. Packages or con-
tainers used for the packaging of non-
fat dry milk or other dry milk products
shall be any clean, sound commercially
accepted container or packaging mate-
rial which will satisfactorily protect
the contents through the regular chan-
nels of trade, without significant im-
pairment of quality with respect to fla-
vor, wholesomeness or moisture con-
tent under the normal conditions of
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handling. In no instance will con-
tainers which have previously been
used for nonfood items, or food items
which would be deleterious to the dairy
product be allowed to be used for the
bulk handling of dairy products.

(b) Filling. Empty containers shall be
protected at all times from possible
contamination and containers which
are to be lined shall not be prepared
more than one hour in advance of fill-
ing. Every precaution shall be taken
during the filling operation to mini-
mize product dust and spillage. When
necessary a mechanical shaker shall be
provided; the tapping or pounding of
containers should be prohibited. The
containers shall be closed immediately
after filling and the exteriors shall be
vacuumed or brushed when necessary
to render them practically free of re-
sidual product before being transferred
from the filling room to the palleting
or dry storage areas.

(c) Repackaging. The entire repack-
aging operation shall be conducted in a
sanitary manner with all precautions
taken to prevent contamination and to
minimize dust. All exterior surfaces of
individual containers shall be prac-
tically free of product before overwrap-
ping or packing in shipping containers.
The room shall be kept free of dust ac-
cumulation, waste, cartons, liners, or
other refuse. Conveyors, packaging and
carton making equipment shall be
vacuumed frequently during the oper-
ating day to prevent the accumulation
of dust. No bottles or glass materials of
any kind shall be permitted in the re-
packaging or hopper room. The inlet
openings of all hoppers and bins shall
be of minimum size, screened and
placed well above the floor level. The
room and all packaging equipment
shall be cleaned as often as necessary
to maintain a sanitary operation. Close
attention shall be given to cleaning
equipment where residues of the dry
product may accumulate. A thorough
clean-up including windows, doors,
walls, light fixtures and ledges, should
be performed as frequently as is nec-
essary to maintain a high standard of
cleanliness and sanitation. All waste
dry dairy products including dribble
product at the fillers, shall be properly
identified and disposed of as animal
feed.
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